
Broadband: The PUC, mergers and public 

benefits - Capitol Weekly 

by SUN NE WRIGHT MCPEAK posted 05.10.2016 

California once again is defining a new era of public benefits from corporate 

consolidations in advanced communications and high-speed Internet access. 

Consumers and residents will be measurably better off as a result and California will 

move closer to closing the Digital Divide. 

Last year Frontier Communications acquired Verizon's wireline network and now Charter 

Communications is buying Time Warner Cable and Bright House Networks with a 

decision pending before the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) on May 12. 

Neither the U.S. Department of Justice nor the Federal Communications Commission 

found legal objections to these mergers. But, it is the CPUC that has required public 

benefits that will bring high-speed Internet access (referred to generically as 

"broadband") to more than 250,000 unserved rural households and will get connected 

more than 600,000 low-income households in their service areas. Perhaps as important, 

both Frontier and Charter have agreed to enter into sincere partnerships with community 

organizations to harness the power of public-private collaboration to better serve all 

consumers. 






