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SACRAMENTO, Calif. /California Newswire/ — Today, Calif. Senate Bill 740 by Senator Alex Padilla (D-
Pacoima) was approved by the State Assembly. The legislation would authorize the California Public Utilities
Commission to award broadband infrastructure grants and loans to entities that are uniquely suited to provide
broadband to un-served areas of California. After a procedural concurrence vote in the State Senate, the bill will
go to the Governor’s desk.

“Expanding broadband deployment to every corner of California is essential to
our economy. SB 740 will ensure that we finish the state’s critical investment in
our digital infrastructure so every person in the state has access to broadband,”
said Senator Alex Padilla.

“High-speed Internet service is a vital aspect of modern life — everything from
communicating with friends and family to access to jobs, education, health
care, public safety, government services, and commerce are facilitated by
broadband connections. In our 21st Century digital economy, broadband is a
key component for economic opportunity for both individuals and
communities,” added Padilla.

SB 740 would expand eligibility requirements and funding for the California
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Advanced Services Fund (CASF) to support broadband infrastructure in the most remote areas of the state that
still lack high-speed Internet access. It would give the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) flexibility
to award CASF grants to entities that are uniquely suited to provide broadband access in the last remaining un-
served areas, thereby advancing state policy to ensure that all Californians are connected.

Senator Padilla authored SB 1193 in 2008, which established the California Advanced Services Fund (CASF), and
SB 1040 in 2010, which authorized a revolving loan program in order to ensure broadband access to every
corner of California. The bills were in response to a report released in January 2008 by the California Broadband
Task Force, which found that more than 1.4 million residents in the state lacked access to broadband and nearly
50 percent rely on low-speed dial-up Internet.

Since implementation of the CASF, more than $400 million in grants and loans have been awarded from the
California Emerging Technology Fund, federal broadband grants, and private investment to bring broadband to
un-served areas of the state, leaving approximately 225,000 without access. SB 740 will enable these last
remaining un-served households to be connected to broadband.

Senator Alex Padilla, 40, graduated from MIT with a degree in Mechanical Engineering. He currently serves on
the Board of MIT and is President of the National Association of Latino Elected and Appointed Officials. He is

Chair of the Senate Energy, Utilities and Communications Committee and represents the more than 1,100,000

residents of the 20th State Senate District in Los Angeles.

Related News Stories:

« California use of Amber Alert System Focus of Statement by Senator Alex Padilla

« California Senate Approves Stable Funding for State-wide Pediatric Trauma Care Centers (SB 191)

« Calif. Communications Networks During Emergencies and Natural Disasters Focus of Hearing — Padilla to
Discuss Earthquake Early Warning System

Ballots and Bills, CA Government News, California NEWS INDEX, Newsdesk

About Christopher Simmons

Christopher Laird Simmons has been a creative artist, marketing specialist, working journalist and PR pro
for more than 25 years (he started as a teenager). He founded Neotrope (formerly Mindset) in 1983, and

has written widely for numerous national magazines, and is frequently interviewed by same. He is a
member of the PRSA and ASCAP and resides in Los Angeles County, California. He is the Executive Editor, and Publisher,
at CaliforniaNewswire.com.
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Resolution on International Wage Parity Adopted by California Legislature, Protect American Jobs and Industries, Stop
Outsourcing
SACRAMENTO, Calif. /California Newswire/ -- On Wednesday, the California State Senate overwhelmingly adopted a resolution

http://californianewswire.com/...NW17942_130338.php/bill-expand-california-broadband-deployment-un-served-areas-approved-assembly/[9/13/2013 10:20:13 AM]


http://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/
http://californianewswire.com/2013/09/12/CNW17962_134539.php/resolution-international-wage-parity-adopted-california-legislature-protect-american-jobs-industries-stop-outsourcing/
http://californianewswire.com/2013/09/12/CNW17962_134539.php/resolution-international-wage-parity-adopted-california-legislature-protect-american-jobs-industries-stop-outsourcing/

Bill to Expand California Broadband Deployment to Un-served Areas Approved by Assembly - SB 740 - California Newswire

authored by Assemblyman...

Mike Gatto’s AB 227 is Second Prop. 65 reform in 30 years, will Help California Businesses Avoid Unfair Lawsuits
SACRAMENTO, Calif. /California Newswire/ -- Calif. Assemblyman Mike Gatto’s (D-Los Angeles) legislation to reform Proposition
65 and protect small...

Gov. Brown, Senate President pro Tempore and Assembly Speaker Support Raising California Minimum Wage
SACRAMENTO, Calif. /California Newswire/ -- Today, Calif. Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr., Senate President pro Tempore
Darrell Steinberg and Assembly...

Calif. Gov. Brown Announces Appointments for Sept. 11, 2013 including to Veterans Home of California
SACRAMENTO, Calif. /California Newswire/ -- Today, Calif. Governor Edmund G. Brown Jr. announced the following
appointments: First, Rojirio De La...
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CAIFORNIA BUSINESS

Healthy Mothers Workplace Coalition recognizes VLP Law Group for Excellence in Maternal Health and Equity
SAN FRANCISCO, Calif. /California Newswire/ -- VLP Law Group LLP is pleased to announce that it has received an Award for
Excellence in Maternal...

Planese Releases 2013 Remodeling Sentiment Report for Northern California: Homeowners Again Excited About

Remodeling
SUNNYVALE, Calif. /California Newswire/ -- Planese, Inc. has announced its Northern California findings from its Fall 2013 "U.S.

Remodeling...

Quandis Inc Expands California Staff to support growth in its Default Servicing Technology SaaS
FOOTHILL RANCH, Calif. /California Newswire/ -- Quandis, Inc., a leading provider of default management technology solutions,
today announced that...

CALIFORNIA NONPROFITS

Food Finders announces its third annual Viva Las Vegas Casino Night fundraiser to fight hunger in Southern California
SIGNAL HILL, Calif. /California Newswire/ -- For the third year in a row, Food Finders is betting that its Viva Las Vegas Casino
Night will be...

A troupe of comedians with disabilities promises big laughs to benefit the Pacific Pinball Museum
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ALAMEDA, Calif. /California Newswire/ -- A blind man. A woman who stutters. A wheelchair user. A Little Person. While this may
sound like a...
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Cosmetic Surgery Practice Launches New Site at DrApesos.com
DAYTON, Ohio, Sept. 12, 2013 (SEND2PRESS NEWSWIRE) -- Dr. James Apesos, a noted Dayton cosmetic surgeon, has

launched a new website at...

Diabetics and Surgery: A Few Common Hazards to Avoid
WHITE PLAINS, N.Y., Sept. 12, 2013 (SEND2PRESS NEWSWIRE) -- Diabetes is an increasingly common medical condition

afflicting millions of people...
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