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Every student in California should have high­
speed internet access. Here's how we can get 
there by fall 2021 
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0 f the many educational inequities highlighted by the pandemic, perhaps 

the most glaring has been the "digital divide" - the gap in technology 

access between students from low-income families and their more affluent 

peers. 

Even after a year of remote learning, a Census Bureau study showed that 1 in 

5 California households with K-12 students did not consistently have 

sufficient internet access for virtual school. 

The situation has been particularly troubling for students of color: Black and 

Latino students are 30% to 40% more likely to have limited access to the 

internet, according to a UCLA report. 

Just as redlining for decades prevented countless families of color from 

buying homes, today's unequal broadband distribution systems also prevent 

families of color from accessing essential high-quality Wi-Fi because of where 

they live. 

The opportunity and achievement ga s between students of color and their 

white peers will likely grow unless California quickly closes the chasm 

between the digital haves and have-nots. Bringing low-cost, reliable 

https://www.census.gov/data/tables/2021/demo/hhp/hhp27.html
https://knowledge.luskin.ucla.edu/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/Digital-Divide-Phase2_brief_release_v01.pdf
https://www.npr.org/2017/05/03/526655831/a-forgotten-history-of-how-the-u-s-government-segregated-america
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/positive-outliers-closing-opportunity-gap-brief
https://calmatters.org/explainers/achievement-gap-california-explainer-schools-education-disparities-explained/


https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB156
http://laschoolboard.org/sites/default/files/05-04-21SpclBdDigitalDivideUpdatePresentation.pdf
https://edsource.org/2021/california-schools-to-get-15-3-billion-in-federal-aid-under-american-rescue-plan/650944


https://partnershipla.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Students-Connected-one-pager.pptx-1.pdf
https://www.fcc.gov/broadbandbenefit
https://partnershipla.org/



